
President’s Message 
 

We hope you will join us on November 15 for this happy occasion that will be an enjoyable and relaxing 

event to start your holidays. Thanksgiving is coming soon after, and we have much to be thankful for. Our 

Branch will not have a regular December meeting but will be together again when we join our friends from 

the North Pinellas League of Women Voters in January. In lieu of a luncheon in December, we are asking 

you to send a donation to our treasurer, Carol Zeph, for the Adopt- a-Family program to help a family or two 

from the Women on the Way program at St. Petersburg College. If you send a check, please designate Adopt 

a Family. 

      Best Wishes,  
       Rita Garvey 

P.S.  It isn’t November quite yet, so if you haven’t voted early, Remember to Vote! 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year, our Clearwater Branch of AAUW hosted a brunch at Ruth Eckerd Hall’s Murray Studio to raise funds that would help 
youth fulfill their dreams. The inspiration for this was Marian Major. She has been a part of AAUW for over 50 years and is, therefore, 
an honorary life member of AAUW. As well as being one of our Branch’s past presidents, she had served as our Cultural Arts Chair for 
many years.  

 
     It is not a surprise to this writer that Marian’s number one role in life has been “Mom”. She adopted four children, nine foster 

children, has eleven grandchildren, ten great grandchildren, two step children, seven step grandchildren, ten step great grandchildren, 
and,  last time I counted, two great-great grandchildren.  She received her BS from Bucknell University and her Masters at the 
University of South Florida. Marian was a teacher for thirty years and then a guidance counselor. She taught 17 years in Clearwater 
High School where she started the Peer Counselor program. She was on the committee that organized and started the Pinellas County 
School of Arts at Gibbs High School, and she was the first guidance counselor in that school. 

 
     It’s also no surprise that Marian has shown such an interest in the arts, music, and theater, because Marian was a professional 

singer, a dancer, and an actress, as well as a teacher and counselor. She has shared that love with her students, her colleagues at 
work and in the organizations of which she has been a part, and her family and friends. It was at Gibbs she continued to show her love 
of the arts and then with her sister members of Clearwater AAUW, she helped to bring Ruth Eckerd Hall to Clearwater. She was part of 
the membership of our Branch in the 1980’s that became part of the Charter Members of Ruth Eckerd Hall.  

 
Through her volunteer efforts where she lives at St. Mark Village as well as with her friends from her church at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church, the League of Women Voters; and, of course, AAUW and our Clearwater Branch, she  has encouraged people to attend REH 
performances and support the arts. 

 
These last few years she has developed a passion for the youth of REH’s latest endeavor: The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts 

Institute. The   Institute is one of the largest providers of arts education and community engagement in the nation, and connects people 
with their passion for high-quality lifelong learning.  It is for this passion for this cause and for her service to our Branch that we 
continue to support Marian’s vision by setting up and sponsoring a scholarship fund in her  honor for students who might not otherwise 
be able to  participate in this program. We are inviting you to attend our fundraiser brunch on Saturday morning, November 15, at Ruth 
Eckerd Hall. Details are on page 2. Please RSVP by November 9. (See reverse side for your invitation) 
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You are invited to the 
Marian L. Major Scholarship Fundraiser 

Benefitting 
 Ruth Eckerd Hall’s Marcia P. Hoffman 

Performing Arts Institute 
 

in R.E.H.’s Dimmit Atrium Lounge 
 

Saturday, November 15, 2014  
Brunch and Donation $30.00  

 
10:30  Doors Open and social time 
11:00  Performing Arts Student 

  Presentations includes: 
 Youth Chorus 

 Teen Chorus 

 Special performance 
 

Followed by a delicious plated brunch served by 
Ovations with includes  

 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Fresh Baked Spinach Cheese Quiche 
Nicoise Side Salad with Green Beans and Baby Red Potatoes 

Bread Basket with Assorted Rolls and Scones and 
Butter 

Assorted Gourmet Cookies for Dessert 
Water and Unsweetened Iced Tea 

Gourmet Coffee/ Decaf 
Hot Tea (upon request) 

        (There will be a cash bar available.) 
 

RSVP by November 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shaping the future through the Arts 

 

      The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts 
Institute is one of the largest providers of arts education 

and community engagement in the nation, and connect 
people with their passion for high-quality lifelong learning. 

The faculty and staff are 
committed to providing 
professional guidance through 
exploration or mastery of the 
performing arts, ensuring 
accessibility and 
inclusiveness. 

 
The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute 
encompasses three distinct arts education divisions: 
producing, presenting, and instruction classes. Each 
division extends beyond the walls of the Hoffman Institute 
into schools, community centers, hospitals, specialty 
residencies and other arts centers throughout Pinellas 
County, the State of Florida and the eastern United States. 

 

RSVP to Carol Zeph, 1000 McFarland Street, Dunedin 

FL 34698 by November 9, 2014 

Questions: Barbara Perkins (727-464-1151 or email 

her at barfish33980@aol.com) 

 

 

I will attend. Enclosed is my check for $30 made payable to Clearwater AAUW. (Please note that $15.00  is tax deductible and will 

benefit the students of the Marcia P. Hoffman Arts Institute at Ruth Eckerd Hall in honor of Marian Major.) 

 __(Your name)_______________________________ ______________________________________________________________ 

 

I will bring friends. My check includes the costs of these guests. 

 _(Guest)______________________________________________________________________________________________________                    

 __(Guest)_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

I cannot attend this special event, but I would like to make a donation to this worthy cause. Enclosed is a check made out to Clearwater 

AAUW which will be donated in full to the REH Marcia P. Hoffman Arts Institute Marian Major Scholarship Fund. 

 

 __(Your name)___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:barfish33980@aol.com


Welcome New Member, Sandy Oestreich    

 
Early last year, this writer received an email from a woman working on the Equal Rights 

Amendment. She was asking for help to pass the ERA in Florida. Sandy Oestreich  is the 
Founder-President of the National Equal Rights Amendment Alliance and has spoken here in 
here, in Tallahassee, in Washington DC, and across the nation for many years on behalf of 
those of us who want the Equal Rights Amendment passed. I invited her to speak and we 
kept correspondence between us going all these past months since.  

 
I have learned that whatever Sandy is doing, she makes an impact. She was Professor 

Emerita from Adelphi University. As a nurse, she encouraged patient-oriented care. As a vice-mayor in North Redington 
Beach, she fought to keep unnecessary chemicals out of their water and facilitated a better library system. She has been a 
nurse practitioner and authored pharmacology texts. And she is a wife and mother. 

 
In 2001 she resumed her efforts with the Florida League of Women Voters while she served as a member of their 

board. Sandy is founder-president of National Equal Rights Amendment Alliance Inc, and ERA Education Inc.  The Martin 
County LWV awarded her the 2012 Susan B. Anthony “Failure Is Impossible” Award. In 2014 she was given Florida 
AAUW’s  Woman of Distinction Award. She has not given up and she is looking for more people to support her efforts.   

 
Sandy has been a part of AAUW as a Member at Large for many years, not affiliated with any Branch. She has chosen 

to join us as a member of our Branch. Perhaps as we learn her mission, we can join her in helping pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment in Florida. Only three more states in our nation are needed to pass this much overdue constitutional 
amendment. Welcome, Sandy! Let’s find out what we can do and work with her. (For more information you can go to 
http://2passera.org/who.shtml ) 

 
 
Briefly Beckie 
By Beckie Weber 
 
 How many memberships do you have in favorite organizations that continually press for more financial aid over and above annual dues?  

AAUW is a major advocate of always having a hand out for one reason or another, seeming not at all mindful that many members contribute what 
they can afford. 

Taken directly from a recent AAUW form missive recently  received, one of many reasons they offer for wanting more dollars: “We must do all 
we can to educate legislators so they understand the importance of their roles in keeping women safe, especially when it comes to sexual assault in 
the military and on campuses.” 
 That got my dander up. I believe we can do more with personal  emails and/or letters sent directly to our congress representatives and 
senators, as well as our executive branch, stating our beliefs and what we would like to see happen.  AND, OF COURSE, WITH OUR VOTES!!!  It 
would be much more effective than sending dollars to an organization letting them do the work in the name of the organization.  
 
Are you aware that AAUW will keep us informed, via email?  Here are some steps: 

1. Go to aauw.org  and type “Voter Education” in the search box 
2. Choose “ Congressional Voting Record” for updated information  
3. Return to Voter Education page and choose “Message your members of Congress, or 
4. Go to Voter Guide, then choose TAKE ACTION  and/or click on “Become a Two-Minute Activist” and receive timely emails on upcoming 

legislation which will allow you to fire off  immediate emails to your representative or senator.  

 
Editor’s Note: Members are invited and encouraged to share their thoughts about how we can make this a more effective Branch. Women who join 
AAUW want more than a social group. Members make a difference in the communities we live it. It takes effort and time. How do we do that best? 

 

http://2passera.org/who.shtml


October 2014 
Register for LAF’s Supreme Court Preview Call 
The U.S. Supreme Court is back in session, and the cases on the docket this year will significantly impact the rights of women and girls 

across the country. Access to contraception, freedom from pregnancy discrimination, and voting rights all hang in the balance. As the court’s 
term begins, join the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund for a members-only call on Wednesday, October 22, at 8 p.m. EDT to hear about the 
court’s most important cases this term. Simply put, the court's decisions matter: Federal courts are sometimes the last, best hope for women 
who have experienced discrimination in education, employment, and health care. 
 
Registered members will receive more information the week of the call. RSVP by October 21 to reserve your spot by going to 
http://www.aauw.org/event/2014/10/scotus-2014-15-member-call/.  

 
When You Head to the Polls, Don’t Forget about Judicial Elections 
AAUW and the AAUW Action Fund work together to help get out the vote across the country, a critical effort for this November’s midterm 

elections. Judicial elections and retention votes often get lost in the flurry surrounding legislative and executive races, but state court judges 
make decisions every day that directly affect the lives of voters. Take a look at our new article on judicial elections to make sure you 
understand your state’s process for selecting judges before you vote. Courts matter — be informed when you head to the polls! 

Nominate a Title IX Champion This Month! 
Nominate an AAUW branch or member for our Title IX Champion award! We’ve seen AAUW members do amazing work to ensure that 

Title IX is enforced. You investigate Title IX compliance; assemble lists of Title IX coordinators; promote more-just sexual assault policies; 
and help teach students, parents, educators, coaches, and administrators about Title IX’s requirements. The U.S. Department of Education 
simply cannot enforce Title IX alone, and your work goes a long way toward making schools and sports fairer for women and girls. Now we 
want to recognize, celebrate, and publicize your wonderful contributions! 
 
Nominate an AAUW branch or member to be a Title IX Champion by sending a brief summary of the 
nominee’s Title IX work and a picture of the nominee or Title IX event to laf@aauw.org. Title IX Champions 
receive an e-award (pictured above) to display on their branch’s website, and their stories will be posted on the 
AAUW Title IX Champions page. To nominate a champion for our next round of awards, submit your nomination 
by November 10. Nominate a champion today! 

 

 
 

 
 
November 4: VOTE!!!! Did you know that mid-term elections affect you 

more than Presidential elections? Make the time. 
 
November 10, 3:00 p.m. Board Meeting Clearwater Main Library, 100 

 Osceola St., Clearwater…ALL MEMBERS WELCOME!!! 
 
November 15, Saturday, 10:30 a.m. Doors open 
  Marian L. Major Scholarship  Fundraiser  
  benefitting students of Ruth Eckerd Hall Performing Arts Institute.  
 11:00 Students performing and delicious brunch to follow 
  with Brunch by Ovations to follow. RSVP  
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